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SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.--

By general law regulations shall be prescribed which shall
secure a just valuation of all property for ad valorem taxation,
provided:

{a) Agricultural land, land producing high water recharge to
Florida's aquifers, or land used exclusively for noncommercial
recreational purposes may be classified by general law and
assessed solely on the basis of character or use.

(b) Pursuant to general law tangible personal property held for
sale as stock in trade and livestock may be valued for taxation
at a specified percentage of its value, may be classified for
tax purposes, or may be exempted from taxation.

(c) All persons entitled to a homestead exemption under Section
6 of this Article shall have their homestead assessed at just
value as of January 1 of the year following the effective date
of this amendment. This assessment shall change only as provided
herein.

(1) Assessments subject to this provision shall be changed
annually on January 1lst of each year; but those changes in
assessments shall not exceed the lower of the following:

a. Three percent (3%) of the assessment for the prior year.

b. The percent change in the Consumer Price Index for all urban
consumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or successor
reports for the preceding calendar year as initially reported by
the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

(2) No assessment shall exceed just value.

(3) After any change of ownership, as provided by general law,
homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of January
1 of the following year. Thereafter, the homestead shall be
assessed as provided herein.

(4) New homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of
January lst of the year following the establishment of the
homestead. That assessment shall only change as provided herein.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to homestead
property shall be assessed as provided for by general law;
provided, however, after the adjustment for any change,
addition, reduction, or improvement, the property shall be
assessed as provided herein.

(6) In the event of a termination of homestead status, the
property shall be assessed as provided by general law.
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{7) The provisions of this amendment are severable. If any of
the provisions of this amendment shall be held unconstitutional
by any court of competent Jjurisdiction, the decision of such
court shall not affect or impair any remaining provisions of
this amendment. ‘

(d) The legislature may, by general law, for assessment purposes
and subject to the provisions of this subsection, allow counties
and municipalities to authorize by ordinance that historic
property may be assessed solely on the basis of character or
use. Such character or use assessment shall apply only to the
jurisdiction adopting the ordinance. The requirements for
eligible properties must be specified by general law.

(e) A county may, in the manner prescribed by general law,
provide for a reduction in the assessed value of homestead
property to the extent of any increase in the assessed value of
that property which results from the construction or
reconstruction of the property for the purpose of providing
living quarters for one or more natural or adoptive grandparents
or parents of the owner of the property or of the owner's spouse
if at least one of the grandparents or parents for whom the
living quarters are provided is 62 years of age or older. Such a
reduction may not exceed the lesser of the following:

(1) The increase in assessed value resulting from construction
or reconstruction of the property.

(2) Twenty percent of the total assessed value of the property
as improved.

History.--Am. S.J.R. 12-E, 1980; adopted 1980; Am. H.J.R. 214,
1987; adopted 1988; Am. by Initiative Petition filed with the
Secretary of State August 3, 1992; adopted 1992; Am. H.J.R. 969,
1997; adopted 1998; Am. proposed by Constitution Revision .
Commission, Revision No. 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of
State May 5, 1998; adopted 1998; Am. C.S. for H.J.R. 317, 2002;
adopted 2002.
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The 2011 Florida Statutes

Title XIV Chapter 192 View Entire Chapter
TAXATION AND FINANCE TAXATION: GENERAL PROVISIONS

192.042 Date of assessment.—All property shall be assessed according to its just value as follows:

(1) Real property, on January 1 of each year. Improvements or portions not substantially completed on January 1
shall have no value placed thereon. “Substantially completed” shall mean that the improvement or some self-sufficient
unit within it can be used for the purpose for which it was constructed.

(2) Tangible personal property, on January 1, except construction work in progress shall have no value placed

thereon until substantially completed as defined in s. 192.001(11)(d).
History.—s. 4, ch. 70-243; s. 57, ch. 80-274; s. 9, ch. 81-308; s. 5, ch. 2006-312.
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Title XIV Chapter 193 View Entire Chapter
TAXATION AND FINANCE ASSESSMENTS

193.011 Factors to consider in deriving just valuation.—In arriving at just valuation as required under s. 4, Art.
VIl of the State Constitution, the property appraiser shall take into consideration the following factors:

(1) The present cash value of the property, which is the amount a willing purchaser would pay a willing seller,
exclusive of reasonable fees and costs of purchase, in cash or the immediate equivalent thereof in a transaction at
arm’s length;

(2) The highest and best use to which the property can be expected to be put in the immediate future and the
present use of the property, taking into consideration the legally permissible use of the property, including any
applicable judicial limitation, local or state land use regulation, or historic preservation ordinance, and any zoning
changes, concurrency requirements, and permits necessary to achieve the highest and best use, and considering any
moratorium imposed by executive order, law, ordinance, regulation, resolution, or proclamation adopted by any
governmental body or agency or the Governor when the moratorium or judicial limitation prohibits or restricts the
development or improvement of property as otherwise authorized by applicable law. The applicable governmental body
or agency or the Governor shall notify the property appraiser in writing of any executive order, ordinance, regulation,
resolution, or proclamation it adopts imposing any such limitation, regulation, or moratorium;

(3) The location of said property;

) The quantity or size of said property;

} The cost of said property and the present replacement value of any improvements thereon;
) The condition of said property;

) The income from said property; and

(8)4 The net proceeds of the sale of the property, as received by the seller, after deduction of all of the usual and
reasonable fees and costs of the sale, including the costs and expenses of financing, and allowance for unconventional
or atypical terms of financing arrangements. When the net proceeds of the sale of any property are utilized, directly or
indirectly, in the determination of just valuation of realty of the sold parcel or any other parcel under the provisions of
this section, the property appraiser, for the purposes of such determination, shall exclude any portion of such net

proceeds attributable to payments for household furnishings or other items of personal property.

History.—s. 1, ch. 63-250; s. 1, ch. 67-167; ss. 1, 2, ch. 69-55; s. 13, ch. 69-216; s. 8, ch. 70-243; s. 20, ch. 74-234; s. 1, ch. 77-102; s. 1, ch.
77-363; s. 6, ch. 79-334; s. 1, ch. 88-101; s. 1, ch. 93-132; 5. 1, ¢ch. 97-117; 5. 1, ch. 2008-197.

Note.—Former s. 193.021.
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193.052 Preparation and serving of returns.—

(1) - The following returns shall be filed:

(a) Tangible personal property; and

{b) Property specifically required to be returned by other provisions in this title.

(2) No return shall be required for real property the ownership of which is reflected in instruments recorded in the
public records of the county in which the property is located, unless otherwise required in this title. In order for land to
be considered for agricultural classification under s. 193.461 or high-water recharge classification under s. 193.625, an
application for classification must be filed on or before March 1 of each year with the property appraiser of the county
in which the land is located, except as provided in s. 193.461(3)(a). The application must state that the lands on
January 1 of that year were used primarily for bona fide commercial agricultural or high-water recharge purposes.

(3) A return for the above types of property shall be filed in each county which is the situs of such property, as set
out under s. 192.032. ’

(4) All returns shall be completed by the taxpayer in such a way as to correctly reflect the owner’s estimate of the
value of property owned or otherwise taxable to him or her and covered by such return. All forms used for returns shall
be prescribed by the department and delivered to the property appraisers for distribution to the taxpayers.

(5) Property appraisers may distribute returns in whatever way they feel most appropriate. However, as a minimum
requirement, the property appraiser shall requisition, and the department shall distribute, forms in a timely manner so
that each property appraiser can and shall make them available in his or her office no later than the first working day
of the calendar year.

(6) -The department shall promulgate the necessary regulations to ensure that all railroad and utility property is
properly returned in the appropriate county. However, the evaluating or assessing of utility property in each county
shall be the duty of the property appraiser.

(7) A property appraiser may accept a tangible personal property tax return in a form initiated through an
electronic data interchange. The department shall prescribe by rule the format and instructions necessary for such
filing to ensure that all property is properly listed. The acceptable method of transfer, the method, form, and content
of the electronic data interchange, the method by which the taxpayer will be provided with an acknowledgment, and
the duties of the property appraiser with respect to such filing shall be prescribed by the department. The
department’s rules shall provide: a uniform format for all counties; that the format shall resemble form DR-405 as
closely as possible; and that adequate safeguards for verification of taxpayers’ identities are established to avoid filing

by unauthorized persons.

History.—s. 11, ch. 70-243; s. 1, ch. 72-370; s. 1, ch. 73-228; s. 20, ch. 73-334; s. 6, ch. 76-234; s. 1, ch. 77-102; s. 45, ch. 77-104; 5. 7, ch.
79-334; 5. 9, ch. 81-308; s. 75, ch. 82-226; s. 1, ch. 84-106; ss. 28, 221, ch. 85-342; s. 63, ch. 89-356; s. 971, ch. 95-147; s. 2, ch. 95-404; s. 3,
ch. 96-204; s. 33, ch. 99-208.

Note.—Consolidation of provisions of former ss. 193.113, 193.121, 193.203, 193.211, 193.231-193.261, 193.272, 193.281-193.311.
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193.062 Dates for filing returns.—All returns shall be filed according to the following schedule:
(1) Tangible personal property—April 1.

(2) Real property—when required by specific provision of general law.

(3) Railroad, railroad terminal, private car and freight line and equipment company property—April

{(4) All other returns and applications not otherwise specified by specific provision of general law—

April 1. .
History.—s. 12, ch. 70-243; s. 45, ch. 77-104; s. 8, ch. 79-334; s. 9, ch. 81-308.
Note.—Consolidation of provisions of former ss. 193.203, 193.211.
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193.063 Extension of date for filing tangible personal property tax returns.—The property appraiser shall grant
an extension for the filing of a tangible personal property tax return for 30 days and may, at her or his discretion, grant
an additional extension for the filing of a tangible personal property tax return for up to 15 additional days. A request
for extension must be made in time for the property appraiser to consider the request and act on it before the regular
due date of the return. However, a property appraiser may not require that a request for extension be made more than
10 days before the due date of the return. A request for extension, at the option of the property appraiser, shall
include any or all of the following: the name of the taxable entity, the tax identification number of the taxable entity,

and the reason a discretionary extension should be granted.
History.—s. 1, ch. 94-98; s. 1463, ch. 95-147; s. 2, ch. 99-239.
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TAXATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW OF PROPERTY chapter
FINANCE TAXES

194.301 Challenge to ad valorem tax assessment.—

(1) In any administrative or judicial action in which a taxpayer challenges an ad valorem tax assessment of value,
the property appraiser’s assessment is presumed correct if the appraiser proves by a preponderance of the evidence
that the assessment was arrived at by complying with s. 193.011, any other applicable statutory requirements relating
to classified use values or assessment caps, and professionally accepted appraisal practices, including mass appraisal
standards, if appropriate. However, a taxpayer who challenges an assessment is entitled to a determination by the
value adjustment board or court of the appropriateness of the appraisal methodology used in making the assessment.
The value of property must be determined by an appraisal methodology that complies with the criteria of 5. 193.011
and professionally accepted appraisal practices. The provisions of this subsection preempt any prior case law that is
inconsistent with this subsection.

(2) In an administrative or judicial action in which an ad valorem tax assessment is challenged, the burden of proof
is on the party initiating the challenge.

(a) If the challenge is to the assessed value of the property, the party initiating the challenge has the burden of
proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the assessed value:

1. Does not represent the just value of the property after taking into account any applicable limits on annual
increases in the value of the property;

~2. -Doesnot represent the classified use value or fractional value of the property if the property is required to be
assessed based on its character or use; or

3. s arbitrarily based on appraisal practices that are different from the appraisal practices generally applied by the
property appraiser to comparable property within the same county.

(b) If the party challenging the assessment satisfies the requirements of paragraph (a), the presumption provided in
subsection (1) is overcome, and the value adjustment board or the court shall establish the assessment if there is
competent, substantial evidence of value in the record which cumulatively meets the criteria of s. 193.011 and
professionally accepted appraisal practices. If the record lacks such evidence, the matter must be remanded to the
property appraiser with appropriate directions from the value adjustment board or the court, and the property
appraiser must comply with those directions.

{c) If the revised assessment following remand is challenged, the procedures described in this section apply.

(d) If the challenge is to the classification or exemption status of the property, there is no presumption of
correctness, and the party initiating the challenge has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that

the classification or exempt status assigned to the property is incorrect.
History.—s. 1, ch. 97-85; s. 1, ch. 2009-121.

Copyright © 1995-2011 The Florida Legislature « Privacy Statement » Contact Us

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0100-... 9/15/2011




Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine Page 1 of 1

1193.1554 Assessment of nonhomestead residential property.—
(1) As used in this section, the term “nonhomestead residential property” means residential real property

that contains nine or fewer dwelling units, including vacant property zoned and platted for residential use,
and that does not receive the exemption under s. 196.031.

(2) For all levies other than school district levies, nonhomestead residential property shall be assessed at
just value as of January 1, 2008. Property placed on the tax roll after January 1, 2008, shall be assessed
at just value as of January 1 of the year in which the property is placed on the tax roll.

2(3) Beginning in 2009, or the year following the year the property is placed on the tax roll, whichever is
later, the property shall be reassessed annually on January 1. Any change resulting from such
reassessment may not exceed 10 percent of the assessed value of the property for the prior year.

(4) If the assessed value of the property as calculated under subsection (3) exceeds the just value, the
assessed value of the property shall be lowered to the just value of the property.

(5) Except as provided in this subsection, property assessed under this section shall be assessed at just
value as of January 1 of the year following a change of ownership or control. Thereafter, the annual
changes in the assessed value of the property are subject to the limitations in subsections (3) and (4). For
purpose of this section, a change of ownership or control means any sale, foreclosure, transfer of legal title
or beneficial title in equity to any person, or the cumulative transfer of control or of more than 50 percent
of the ownership of the legal entity that owned the property when it was most recently assessed at just
value, except as provided in this subsection. There is no change of ownership if:

(a) The transfer of title is to correct an error.

(b) The transfer is between legal and equitable title.

(c) The transfer is between husband and wife, including a transfer to a surviving spouse or a transfer due
to a dissolution of marriage. '

(d) For a publicly traded company, the cumulative transfer of more than 50 percent of the ownership of
the entity that owns the property occurs through the buying and selling of shares of the company on a
public exchange. This exception does not apply to a transfer made through a merger with or an acquisition
by another company, including an acquisition by acquiring outstanding shares of the company.
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TAXATION AND FINANCE ASSESSMENTS

1193.461 Agricultural lands; classification and assessment; mandated eradication or quarantine program.—

(1) The property appraiser shall, on an annual basis, classify for assessment purposes all lands within the county as
either agricultural or nonagricultural.

(2) Any landowner whose land is denied agricultural classification by the property appraiser may appeal to the value
adjustment board. The property appraiser shall notify the landowner in writing of the denial of agricultural
classification on or before July 1 of the year for which the application was filed. The notification shall advise the
tandowner of his or her right to appeal to the value adjustment board and of the filing deadline. The board may also
review all lands classified by the property appraiser upon its own motion. The property appraiser shall have available at
his or her office a list by ownership of all applications received showing the acreage, the full valuation under s.
193.011, the valuation of the land under the provisions of this section, and whether or not the classification requested
was granted.

(3)(a) No lands shall be classified as agricultural lands unless a return is filed on or before March 1 of each year. The
property appraiser, before so classifying such lands, may require the taxpayer or the taxpayer’s representative to
furnish the property appraiser such information as may reasonably be required to establish that such lands were
actually used for a bona fide agricultural purpose. Failure to make timely application by March 1 shall constitute a
waiver for 1 year of the privilege herein granted for agricultural assessment. However, an applicant who is qualified to
receive an agricultural classification who fails to file an application by March 1 may file an application for the
classification and may file, pursuant to s. 194.011(3), a petition with the value adjustment board requesting that the
classification be granted. The petition may be filed at any time during the taxable year on or before the 25th day
following the mailing of the notice by the property appraiser as provided in s. 194.011(1). Notwithstanding the
provisions of s. 194.013, the applicant must pay a nonrefundable fee of $15 upon filing the petition. Upon reviewing the
petition, if the person is qualified to receive the classification and demonstrates particular extenuating circumstances
judged by the property appraiser or the value adjustment board to warrant granting the classification, the property
appraiser or the value adjustment board may grant the classification. The owner of land that was classified agriculturat
in the previous year and whose ownership or use has not changed may reapply on a short form as provided by the
department. The lessee of property may make original application or reapply using the short form if the lease, or an
affidavit executed by the owner, provides that the lessee is empowered to make application for the agricultural
classification on behalf of the owner and a copy of the lease or affidavit accompanies the application. A county may, at
the request of the property appraiser and by a majority vote of its governing body, waive the requirement that an
annual application or statement be made for classification of property within the county after an initial application is

made and the classification granted by the property appraiser. Such waiver may be revoked by a majority vote of the
governing body of the county.

2(b) Subject to the restrictions specified in this section, only lands that are used primarily for bona fide agricultural
purposes shall be classified agricultural. The term “bona fide agricultural purposes” means good faith commercial
agricuttural use of the land.

1. In determining whether the use of the land for agricultural purposes is bona fide, the following factors may be

taken into consideration:
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The length of time the land has been so used.

Whether the use has been continuous.

The purchase price paid.

d. Size, as it relates to specific agricultural use, but a minimum acreage may not be required for agricultural

N T o

assessment.
e. Whether an indicated effort has been made to care sufficiently and adequately for the land in accordance with

accepted commercial agricultural practices, including, without limitation, fertilizing, liming, tilling, mowing,
reforesting, and other accepted agricultural practices.

f.  Whether the land is under lease and, if so, the effective length, terms, and conditions of the lease.

g. Such other factors as may become applicable.

2. Offering property for sale does not constitute a primary use of land and may not be the basis for denying an
agricultural classification if the land continues to be used primarily for bona fide agricultural purposes while it is being
offered for sale. ,

(c) The maintenance of a dwelling on part of the lands used for agricultural purposes shall not in itself preclude an
agricultural classification.

(d) When property receiving an agricultural classification contains a residence under the same ownership, the
portion of the property consisting of the residence and curtilage must be assessed separately, pursuant to s. 193.011, to
qualify for the assessment limitation set forth in s. 193.155. The remaining property may be classified under the
provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b).

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a), land that has received an agricultural classification from the
value adjustment board or a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to this section is entitled to receive such
classification in any subsequent year until such agricultural use of the land is abandoned or discontinued, the land is
diverted to a nonagricultural use, or the land is reclassified as nonagricultural pursuant to subsection (4). The property
appraiser must, no later than vJanuary 31 of each year, provide notice to the owner of land that was classified
agricultural in the previous year informing the owner of the requirements of this paragraph and requiring the owner to
certify that neither the ownership nor the use of the land has changed. The department shall, by administrative rule,

_prescribe the form of the notice to be used by the property appraiser under this paragraph. If a county has waived the
requirement that an annual application or statement be made for classification of property pursuant to paragraph (a),
the county may, by a majority vote of its governing body, waive the notice and certification requirements of this
paragraph and shall provide the property owner with the same notification provided to owners of land granted an
agricultural classification by the property appraiser. Such waiver may be revoked by a majority vote of the county’s
governing body. This paragraph does not apply to any property if the agricultural classification of that property is the
subject of current litigation.

(4)(a) The property appraiser shall reclassify the following lands as nonagricultural:

1. Land diverted from an agricultural to a nonagricultural use.

2. Land no longer being utilized for agricultural purposes.

3. Land that has been zoned to a nonagricultural use at the request of the owner subsequent to the enactment of
this law.

(b) The board of county commissioners may also reclassify lands classified as agricultural to nonagricultural when
there is contiguous urban or metropolitan development and the board of county commissioners finds that the continued
use of such lands for agricultural purposes will act as a deterrent to the timely and orderly expansion of the
community.

(c) Sale of land for a purchase price which is three or more times the agricultural assessment placed on the land
shall create a presumption that such land is not used primarily for bona fide agricultural purposes. Upon a showing of
special circumstances by the landowner demonstrating that the land is to be continued in bona fide agriculture, this

presumption may be rebutted.
(5) For the purpose of this section, “agricultural purposes” includes, but is not limited to, horticulture; floriculture;
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viticulture; forestry; dairy; livestock; poultry; bee; pisciculture, when the land is used principally for the production
of tropical fish; aquaculture; sod farming; and all forms of farm products as defined in s. 823.14(3) and farm
production.

(6)(a) Inyears in which proper application for agricultural assessment has been made and granted pursuant to this
section, the assessment of land shall be based solely on its agricultural use. The property appraiser shall consider the
following use factors only:

1. The quantity and size of the property;

The condition of the property;

The present market value of the property as agricultural land;
The income produced by the property;

The productivity of land in its present use;

The economic merchantability of the agricultural product; and

7. Such other agricultural factors as may from time to time become applicable, which are reflective of the standard
present practices of agricultural use and production.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision relating to annual assessment found in s. 192.042, the property appraiser shall
rely on 5-year moving average data when utilizing the income methodology approach in an assessment of property used
for agricultural purposes.

(c)1. For purposes of the income methodology approach to assessment of property used for agricultural purposes,
irrigation systems, including pumps and motors, physically attached to the land shall be considered a part of the
average yields per acre and shall have no separately assessable contributory value.

2. Litter containment structures located on producing poultry farms and animal waste nutrient containment
structures {ocated on producing dairy farms shall be assessed by the methodology described in subparagraph 1.

3. Structures or improvements used in horticultural production for frost or freeze protection, which structures or
improvements are consistent with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ interim measures or best
management practices adopted pursuant to s. 570.085 or s. 403.067(7)(c), shall be assessed by the methodology

described in subparagraph 1.
(d) In years in which proper application for agricultural assessment has not been made, the land shall be assessed

o UA W

under the provisions of s. 193.011.

(7) Lands classified for assessment purposes as agricultural lands which are taken out of production by any state or
federal eradication or quarantine program shall continue to be classified as agricultural lands for the duration of such
program or successor programs. Lands under these programs which are converted to fallow, or otherwise nonincome-
producing uses shall continue to be classified as agricultural tands and shall be assessed at a de minimis value of no
more than $50 per acre, on a single year assessment methodology; however, lands converted to other income-producing
agricultural uses permissible under such programs shall be assessed pursuant to this section. Land under a mandated
eradication or quarantine program which is diverted from an agricultural to a nonagricultural use shall be assessed
under s. 193.011.

History.—s. 1, ch. 59-226; s. 1, ch. 67-117; ss. 1, 2, ch. 69-55; s. 1, ch. 72-181; s. 4, ch. 74-234; s. 3, ch. 76-133; s. 15, ch. 82-208; ss. 10, 80,
ch. 82-226; s. 1, ch. 85-77; s. 3, ch. 86-300; s. 23, ch. 90-217; ss. 132, 142, ch. 91-112; 5. 63, ch. 94-353; 5. 1468, ch. 95-147; s. 1, ch. 95-404; s.
1, ch. 98-313; s. 1, ch. 99-351; s. 3, ¢ch. 2000-308; s. 4, ch. 2001-279; s. 15, ch. 2002-18; s. 2, ch. 2003-162; s. 43, ch. 2003-254; 5. 1, ch. 2006~
45; 5. 2, ch. 2008-197; ss. 1, 11, ch. 2010-277; HJR 5-A, 2010 Special Session A; s. 2, ch. 2011-206.

"Note.—Section 11, ch. 2010-277, provides that “[t]his act shall take effect July 1, 2010.” Passed by the Senate and the House of
Representatives over the Governor’s veto November 16, 2010. House Joint Resolution 5-A, 2010 Special Session A, provides that C.S. for C.S. for
C.S. for H.B. 981, which became ch. 2010-277, is effective November 17, 2010.

INote.—Section 2, ch. 2010-277, provides that “[t]he amendment by this act to s. 193.461(3)(b), Florida Statutes, is remedial and clarifying
in nature and applies retroactively to all parcels for which a final court order has not yet been entered as of the effective date of this act.”
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194.011 Assessment notice; objections to assessments.—

(1) Each taxpayer whose property is subject to real or tangible personal ad valorem taxes shall be
notified of the assessment of each taxable item of such property, as provided in s. 200.069.

1(2) Any taxpayer who objects to the assessment placed on any property taxable to him or her, including
the assessment of homestead property at less than just value under s. 193.155(8), may request the
property appraiser to informally confer with the taxpayer. Upon receiving the request, the property
appraiser, or a member of his or her staff, shall confer with the taxpayer regarding the correctness of the
assessment. At this informal conference, the taxpayer shall present those facts considered by the taxpayer
to be supportive of the taxpayer’s claim for a change in the assessment of the property appraiser. The
property appraiser or his or her representative at this conference shall present those facts considered by
the property appraiser to be supportive of the correctness of the assessment. However, nothing herein
shall be construed to be a prerequisite to administrative or judicial review of property assessments.

(3) A petition to the value adjustment board must be in substantially the form prescribed by the
department. Notwithstanding s. 195.022, a county officer may not refuse to accept a form provided by the
department for this purpose if the taxpayer chooses to use it. A petition to the value adjustment board
shall describe the property by parcel number and shall be filed as follows:

(a) The property appraiser shall have available and shall distribute forms prescribed by the Department of
Revenue on which the petition shall be made. Such petition shall be sworn to by the petitioner.

(b) The completed petition shall be filed with the clerk of the value adjustment board of the county, who
shall acknowledge receipt thereof and promptly furnish a copy thereof to the property appraiser.

(c) The petition shall state the approximate time anticipated by the taxpayer to present and argue his or
her petition before the board.

2(d) The petition may be filed, as to valuation issues, at any time during the taxable year on or before the
25th day following the mailing of notice by the property appraiser as provided in subsection (1). With
respect to an issue involving the denial of an exemption, an agricultural or high-water recharge
classification application, an application for classification as historic property used for commercial or certain
nonprofit purposes, or a deferral, the petition must be filed at any time during the taxable year on or
before the 30th day following the mailing of the notice by the prop‘erty appraiser under s. 193.461, s.
193.503, s. 193.625, s. 196.173, or s. 196.193 or notice by the tax collector under s. 197.2425.
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Select Year: 2011

The 2011 Florida Statutes

Title X1V Chapter 194 View Entire
TAXATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW OF PROPERTY Shepter
FINANCE TAXES ‘

194.171 Circuit court to have original jurisdiction in tax cases.—

(1) The circuit courts have original jurisdiction at law of all matters relating to property taxation. Venue isin the
county where the property is located, except that venue shall be in Leon County when the property is assessed pursuant
tos. 193.085(4).

(2) No action shall be brought to contest a tax assessment after 60 days from the date the assessment being
contested is certified for collection under s. 193.122(2), or after 60 days from the date a decision is rendered
concerning such assessment by the value adjustment board if a petition contesting the assessment had not received
final action by the value adjustment board prior to extension of the roll under s. 197.323.

(3) Before an action to contest a tax assessment may be brought, the taxpayer shall pay to the collector not less
than the amount of the tax which the taxpayer admits in good faith to be owing. The collector shall issue a receipt for
the payment, and the receipt shall be filed with the complaint. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 197, payment
of the taxes the taxpayer admits to be due and owing and the timely filing of an action pursuant to this section shall
suspend all procedures for the collection of taxes prior to.final disposition of the action.

(4) Payment of a tax shall not be deemed an admission that the tax was due and shall not prejudice the right to
bring a timely action as provided in subsection (2) to challenge such tax and seek a refund. .

(5) No action to contest a tax assessment may be maintained, and any such action shall be dismissed, unless all

- taxes onthe-property assessed in years after the action is brought, which the taxpayer in good faith admits to be
owing, are paid before they become delinquent.

(6) The requirements of subsections (2), (3), and (5) are jurisdictional. No court shall have jurisdiction in such cases
until after the requirements of both subsections (2) and (3) have been met. A court shall lose jurisdiction of a case

when the taxpayer has failed to comply with the requirements of subsection (5).

History.—s. 1, ch. 8586, 1921; CGL 1038; s. 2, ch. 29737, 1955; s. 1, ch. 67-538; ss. 1, 2, ch. 69-55; s. 8, ch. 69-102; s. 6, ch. 69-140; ss. 30,
31, ch. 70-243; s. 1, ¢ch. 72-239; s. 6, ch, 74-234; s. 17, ch. 82-226; s. 7, ch. 83-204; s. 56, ch. 83-217; s. 211, ch. 85-342; s. 3, ch. 88-146; s.
151, ch. 91-112; 5. 32, ch. 94-353; s. 1470, ch, 95-147,

Note.—Former ss. 192.21, 194.151, 196.01.
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